APOLOGY                                      xi
a true generalisation in science missed by the recognised leaders of physical thought. For this reason, I would never have published my treatise at all (profoundly as I myself believe in it) had it not been for Mr. Olodd's intervention, with its remoter consequences. As it is, however, I may plead in extenuation this further excuse. The thoughts one entertains, says the greatest of living English thinkers, are as children born to one which one may not willingly let die. There can be no harm, therefore, in putting them forth to the world, in a tentative way, with all due modesty, provided always it is clearly understood that they are put forth as suggestions alone, for wiser heads to accept or reject at leisure. If perchance it should happen that one has indeed hit almost by accident upon a true and luminous principle, one owes it 1o humanity to set that principle forward at once, in spite of the natural fear of criticism and ridicule. The would-be discoverer is probably wrong: but when by any stroke of luck he chances to be right, it is for the good of the world that he should publish his discovery. In this light, therefore, I venture to beg the professional critic to examine my work. It pretends to be no more than a suggestion, an aperqu, an attempt at a theory : I ask for it nothing better than honest consideration : for if this counsel or this work be of men, it will come to nought: and 1 have